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Office of Special Education  2018-2019 Professional Learning 

Countywide Professional Development 
IEP Chairpersons’ 

Meeting by zone for all 

IEP Chairpersons in 

order ensure compliance 

with IDEA and COMAR 

requirements. 

(Mandatory) 

Monthly Functional 

Academic Learning 

Support (FALS) and 

Communication Learning 

Support (CLS) training o 

foster development of best 

practices for instruction 

and alternate assessment 

for students with 

significant cognitive 

disabilities and autism.  

Quarterly New IEP 

Chairpersons’ PL to 

educate and orient new 

IEP Chairpersons for 

effective facilitation 

techniques and 

organization tools for 

optimal implementation 

of the special education 

team process.  

Training provided each 

semester for special 

education teachers on 

writing high quality 

standards based IEPs to 

facilitate closing the 

educational gap for 

students with IEPs. 

Training provided each 

semester in using 

GOALBOOK for 

professional 

development on 

designing effective 

instruction using 

Universal Design for 

Learning principals and 

supporting social 

emotional learning in the 

classroom. 

Quarterly Non-Violent 

Crisis Intervention training 

(CPI) and recertification 

will be provided to ensure 

school based staff are 

equipped to respond to a 

student in crisis. 

On-going new teacher staff 

development to orient and 

expand the knowledge based of 

special educators new to 

Baltimore County Public 

Schools on the use of best 

practices and latest research to 

ensure student growth.  

 

Targeted Professional Development 
Assessment and Instruction in 

Numeracy 

Orton Gillingham Training Social Emotional Learning Teachers and 

Behavior Interventionist 

 Professional Crisis Management Training 

Numeracy Assessment and Instruction Training 

provides primary educators assessments that are 

a cohesive look at the development of students' 

understanding of the core math concepts.  

Additionally, this training will address 

educator's ability to provide meaningful and 

targeted instruction based on the information 

gathered.  

Orton-Gillingham Training will be provided to 

middle school and high school special educators 

and elementary reading specialists.  This 

training provides educators with an instructional 

approach intended primarily for use with 

persons who have difficulty with reading, 

spelling and writing of the sort associated with 

dyslexia.  It is most properly understood and 

practiced as an approach.  

Social emotional Learning and behavior 

interventionist meetings will focus on best 

practices for students with complex learning 

needs in order to provide safe environments and 

promote positive prosocial behaviors. 

Social emotional learning special educators and 

Behavior Interventionist will be trained in the use of 

professional crisis management (PCM) strategies that 

focus on prevention of crisis behaviors for students 

with complex behaviors that affect learning. 

 

Focused Support 
Applied Behavior Analysis Training (ABA) Communicative Competence 

A blended program of face to face and online training which teaches the basic tenets of Applied 

Behavior Analysis and instructs participants in strategies for implementation and use.  Applied 

Behavior Analysis is a highly effective research based and evidence-based strategy for students 

with autism spectrum and related disorders.   

Quarterly face to face sessions and opportunities to create low tech hands on materials with Janet Lehr, a 

nationally known consultant, along with to support integration of the information learned with coaching 

and problem solving to enhance individual student’s overall communication to ensure that students have 

a viable communication system.  

Multi-sensory Math 1 Strategies for Students with Learning Disabilities Inter-Professional Collaborative Learning Communities (pilot) 

Based on the Orton-Gillingham philosophy of teaching, Multisensory Mathematics I applies the 

research-based Concrete-Representation-Abstract (CRA) approach to teaching mathematics as 

advocated by the National Math Panel and the NCTM. Participants learn to apply this methodology 

in guiding students from foundation skills and numeracy to place value, operations, fractions and 

decimals. Strategies for helping students learn and retrieve math facts are stressed as well as 

structured procedures for computational accuracy.  

The Interprofessional Collaborative Learning Community (ICLC) is designed to support schools in 

building capacity in designing learning environments so that all learners have equitable access to 

instruction. This is an optional, additional professional learning opportunity for identified school 

teams.  The majority of sessions will occur during after-school, face to face or online.  There will also be 

an opportunity for in-school, 1:1 coaching sessions.   

 


